Application No. 



Applicant(s) 



Notice of Allowability 



09/272,562 



ALAM ET AL. 




Examiner 



Art Unit 



Arden B. Sperty 



1771 



» The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address--^^ 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiners amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or additions 
be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure 
consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue 
fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with Scott 
Young on July 16, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
AMEND THE CLAIMS AS FOLLOWS: 

1. (Currently Amended) A screen ink printed film carrier, comprising a thin film carrier layer 
supporting an ink pattern containing an electrically resistive or conductive material and a curable 
resin, wherein said thin film carrier layer comprise a continuous surface layer curable adhooivo 
material in contact with said ink pattern, and the continuous surface layer curable adhcoivc 
material being co-curable with the curable resin, wherein the screen ink printed film carrier has an 
overall density of about 0.05 to 0.1 lb/ft 3 . 

2. (Currently Amended) The screen ink printed film carrier of claim 1, wherein said thin film 
carrier layer comprises a base fibrous laver fibrouo oublaycr and a continuous surface layer attached 
t0 sai d base fibrous layer fibrouo oublayor , said continuous surface layer comprising a thermosetting 
resin. 



3. (Currently Amended) The screen ink printed film carrier of claim 2, wherein said base 
fibrous layer fibrou o o ublaycr is a textile material selected from the group consisting of a woven 
layer, a knit layer, a scrim layer, and a nonowoven layer. 
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4. (Currently Amended) The screen ink printed film carrier of claim 2, wherein said base 
fibrous layer fibrou o oublayor is a woven polyester. 

5. (Currently Amended) The screen ink printed film carrier of claim 2, wherein said base 
fibrous layer fibrouo oublayor is selected from the group consisting of a polyester scrim and a nylon 
scrim. 

21. (Currently Amended) The screen ink printed film carrier of claim 2, wherein said base 
fibrous layer fibrou s sublayer has a thickness of about 125 to 380 ^im, and the continuous surface 
layer has a thickness of about 25 to 250 \im. 

28. (Currently Amended) The screen ink printed film carrier of claim 1, wherein: 

said thin film carrier layer comprises a base fibrous layer fibrous s ublayer and a continuous 

surface layer attached to said base fibrous layer fibrou o s ublayer , said continuous surface layer 

comprising a thermosetting resin; and 

said curable resin contained in said ink pattern comprises a thermosetting resin selected 

from the group consisting of phenolic, phenolic/epoxy mixtures, and polyimide. 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 



The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Although the prior art 
teaches numerous methods of printing film carriers, the prior art is not seen to teach screen printing, 
especially in combination with other critical features of the invention. The additional critical and 
distinguishing features include the co-curable resin and continuous surface layer, in combination 
with the specifically claimed overall density. The combination of these features distinguishes the 
claimed invention over the prior art, no single feature alone distinguishing the claimed invention 
over the prior art. 



Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. 
Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Arden B. Sperty whose telephone number is (571)272-1543. The examiner can 
normally be reached on M-Th, 08:00-16:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner s supervisor, 
Terrel Morris can be reached on (571)272-1478. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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